
 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

  We Gather to Worship God 
 

PRELUDE Pie Jesu from Requiem, op.48 — Gabriel Faure Dan McDougall, organ 

 

WELCOME  Nikki Passante and Doug Gerdts 

 

OPENING SENTENCES   Psalm 46:10 

One: Be still, and know that I am God!   

All: God is exalted among the nations, God is exalted in the earth! 

 

HYMN #379 “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” (page 8 below) 

  Kelly Leibensperger, hymn leader 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION   

One: The grace of God overflows for us through Christ Jesus who came into the world to save sinners.  

Trusting in God's grace, let us confess our sin. 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

All: Almighty and merciful God, we have erred and strayed from your ways like lost sheep.  

We have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts. We have 

offended against your holy laws. We have left undone those things which we ought to 

have done; and we have done those things which we ought not to have done. O Lord, 

have mercy on us. Forgive those who confess their faults. Restore those who are 

penitent, according to your promises declared to the world, and grant, O merciful God, 

that we may live a holy, just, and humble life to the glory of your holy name. 

 

TIME OF SILENT CONFESSION 

 

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 

One: I declare to you, in the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 

All: Thanks be to God! Amen. 

 

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

One: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

All: And also with you. 

One: Let us greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 

 

 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 
April 25, 2021 at 10:00 

First Presbyterian Church 
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We Listen to the Word 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

One: Guide us, O God, by your Word and Spirit, that in your light we may see light, in your truth find 

freedom and in your will discover your peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

SCRIPTURE READING John 10:11-18 

“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The hired hand, who is not 

the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and 

the wolf snatches them and scatters them. The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for 

the sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and 

I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I 

must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. For this 

reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. No one takes it from 

me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I 

have received this command from my Father.” 

 

One: Holy wisdom, holy word. 

All: Thanks be to God! 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

ANTHEM “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” — arr. Peter Leibensperger 

  Alleluia Bells 

 

SERMON  “Sheep” Rev. Passante 

 

We Respond in Faith  
 

MUSIC #387 Meditation on SAVIOR, LIKE A SHEPHERD LEAD US (page 9 below) 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

 

POSTLUDE       Variations from Organ Concerto Op. 4, No. 1 — G.F. Handel Dan McDougall, organ 

 

 

 

WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH! It is good to have you here—from wherever you 

may be. Please be in touch if you have news to share or would like more information or to talk to a pastor. 

Contact information for pastors and staff is below. A weekly newsletter is emailed out each Thursday. 

Subscribe here. 

 

DRIVE-THROUGH OFFERING AND FOOD DONATION has moved to the portico. Pastors and elders 

are there each Sunday from 11 – 12 to greet you, properly masked and socially distanced of course. (For 

online giving, use https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/Give.) 

———   ♦♦♦   ——— 

http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/contact-us
https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/Give
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MUSIC NOTES FOR April 25: 

We welcome Dan McDougall! Dan graduated from the Curtis Institute of Music as a Double Bass major and 

is an active performer as a member of the Pennsylvania Ballet Orchestra, Delaware Symphony, PostClassical 

Ensemble, and Bethlehem’s Bach Festival Orchestra, among others. This past year, the pandemic’s shuttered 

concert halls provided Dan the opportunity to reconnect with his first musical instruments, the piano and 

organ. His grandmother, a professional musician her entire life, had introduced them to him as a toddler. As 

he improved, they played duets for 30 years—even on her 100th birthday. After graduating from Curtis, he 

supplemented his double bass freelancing playing orchestral piano with Philly Pops and the Delaware 

Symphony, harpsichord on a Curtis tour of Japan, and he accepted a position as organist and choir director. 

Eventually, the double bass grew to become his sole professional focus. This is Dan’s first time back at the 

keyboard in a church setting since “retiring” from Epiphany Lutheran Church in Roxborough, PA in 1998. 

He is excited for the opportunity to return to his musical roots here in Haddonfield. 
 

Hymn – “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” 

The tune for this hymn, SOLID ROCK, was composed by the Sunday school hymn writer, William B. Bradbury 

(1816–1868). The tune name derives from that song's refrain: “On Christ, the solid rock, I stand….” Bradbury 

published SOLID ROCK in his 1864 children's collection, The Golden Censer. The tune exhibits a bar form 

(AAB) with a coda added to its final line, allowing a repeat of the final phrase in the versification. 
 

Anthem – “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee,” arr. by Peter Leibensperger 

We welcome the Alleluia Bells to worship today as they bring us this familiar tune by Ludwig van 

Beethoven (1770–1827). This year, our Alleluia Bells (4th–6th grade) had only six members due to covid 

concerns, and half of the members were brand new ringers. So, they spent the season working through a bell 

curriculum called “Beginning Busy Ringers” created by Kirtsy Mitchell. The ringers did an excellent job, 

and the piece that they perform today represents the culmination of their work. Our Alleluia Bells are Chloe 

Adkins, Audrey Berzanski, Alexis Chamberlin, Beatrice Dunn, Lexa Liggera, and Julian Lentine. (We also 

welcome Betsy Fiorella of Moore bells as she fills in one of the parts.)  
 

Music – Meditation on SAVIOR, LIKE A SHEPHERD LEAD US 

The text of “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us” first appeared in Hymns for the Young, 1840, which was edited 

by Dorothy Ann Thrupp (1779-1847). Although no author’s name appears with the text, it is thought that 

Thrupp wrote it, since she often published hymns anonymously, under the pseudonym “Iota,” or simply using 

her initials. The tune we sing today was written by William Bradbury (1816–1868) expressly for this text and 

appeared in his Sunday School collection, Oriola, 1859. It’s interesting that “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead 

Us” was originally intended for children. In fact, many classic hymns like “Morning Has Broken” and “All 

Things Bright and Beautiful” were originally written for youth. Certainly, this proves that educating our 

children and creating lasting music need not be mutually exclusive goals! — Greg Scheer, 1997 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR KIDS PRE-K – EIGHTH GRADE: Each week age-appropriate lessons and 

activities are emailed to families who sign up. To register your child, please fill out this form. Past lessons 

can be viewed on the Children’s Ministry page of the church website. 

 

COMMUNION CLASS – WE’RE BACK! We are happy to announce that we are bringing back our 

Communion Class after last year’s unexpected shutdown. We are so excited to be able to guide the kids 

through these special classes while also complying with our current COVID guidelines. Preparation for 

Communion will take place Sunday, May 2nd, through Sunday, May 23rd, from 10 a.m.-11 a.m., with 

Communion Sunday on June 6th. The Communion Class will share in the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 

together during the 10:00 a.m. service on Sunday, June 6th. If you have a current 4th grader and didn’t receive 

the information earlier this week, please contact Gabrielle Heimerling at gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org. 

https://forms.gle/F9pRSFygbLJgrSYa6
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/children
mailto:gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org
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YOUTH GROUP – We are meeting this Sunday, 4/25, from 5pm-6pm - outside weather permitting and in 

Fellowship Hall if it's raining.  Hope to see you there! 

 

MATTHEW 25—CONVERSATION ON RACE – Sunday morning discussions continue from 9-9:45 a.m. 

on Zoom at this link. This week (4/25) we consider the value of elevating beautiful and truthful images, 

representations and narratives in order to advance happiness for people of color as part of our anti-racism 

work. In addition to reading this article https://www.vogue.co.uk/arts-and-lifestyle/article/what-is-black-joy, 

please bring to the discussion an example of Black Joy that you experienced in your life or in the media this 

week. Each week’s resources are linked in the weekly email newsletter and on the Adult Ed page of the 

website. Questions? Email Becky Bryan, rebeccabryan@me.com. 

 

NEW MEMBERS CLASS! – First Presbyterian Church of Haddonfield will be hosting spring New 

Members classes via Zoom on Sunday May 9th, and Sunday May 16th. Start time for both meetings is 1:00 

and each will last for approximately one hour. If you are interested in joining, or simply learning more about 

membership, this time is for you. We will have the opportunity to make new friends, share more about First 

Presby’s mission in the church and the world, and learn more about what makes Presbyterians unique. Please 

contact Pastor Nikki to RSVP, for more information, or any questions.  

 

EARTH DAY IS EVERY DAY – Earth Day has been observed on April 22 since the 1970s, but as stewards 

of God’s earth we know that every day is Earth Day. This Lent, did you meet the Caring for God’s Creation 

Challenge? We hope it was fun. At the beginning of Lent, we distributed a calendar of actions you could take 

to protect God’s great gift. The challenge was to act on 40 of the options, in any order, by Earth Day. It’s not 

too late. As you plan meals, shop, do spring cleaning and create beautiful yards, faithfully consider how you 

are impacting the earth. The ideas on the calendar can help give you a jump start. Plant trees for Arbor Day on 

April 30th or any day. Add another “R” to “Reduce, Reuse, Recycle”: “Refuse” to accept that nothing can be 

done or it’s too hard to live in a sustainable way. We can do this. 

 

MEMBER CARE FOR THE CONGREGATION – Do you know of one of our own who is suffering or 

struggling? Feeling lonely or isolated? Do you know of someone who would like a phone call or a note or 

needs prayer? If folks have a need, or you know of someone who does, please contact someone on our 

Member Care Coordination Team. There are five of us, because if someone doesn’t feel comfortable 

contacting one of us, they have 4 other names to pick from. What this does is provide a NETwork of Care and 

reduces instances when people’s needs fall through the cracks!  

Please contact one of us when congregational needs arise:  

Cheryl Tarditi (Elder Representative) cheryltarditi@gmail.com  

Rebeca Silva de Foote (Moderator of Deacons) silvadefoote@verizon.net  

Kelly Stout (Deacon Representative) kellystout322@yahoo.com  

Anne Vial (Administrator) avial@haddonfieldpres.org  

Rev. Passante (Assoc. Pastor) npassante@haddonfieldpres.org 

Any questions or comments, please contact Pastor Nikki at npassante@haddonfieldpres.org 

 

LAST CALL FOR IHOC ADOPT-A-BOX COLLECTION – It’s time to collect 

hygiene products – toothbrush and paste, shampoo, baby shampoo, hand sanitizer, 

deodorant, underwear, socks, comb, shaving supplies, soap, washcloth, etc. (travel 

sizes are fine) – and put them in a shoebox to be distributed to neighbors in need. Close 

each box with a rubber band, label it “Man,” “Woman,” “Boy,” “Girl,” or “Baby,” and 

drop it off at the Sunday drive-through. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84520579976
https://www.vogue.co.uk/arts-and-lifestyle/article/what-is-black-joy
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/adult-education
mailto:rebeccabryan@me.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82575210577
mailto:npassante@haddonfieldpres.org
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/FAITHNETWORK_UserFileStore/filecabinet/ministries/c345c60a-46dd-4b8f-ac5e-eabdddc34d19/EnvironmentalChallenge2021.pdf
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/FAITHNETWORK_UserFileStore/filecabinet/ministries/c345c60a-46dd-4b8f-ac5e-eabdddc34d19/EnvironmentalChallenge2021.pdf
mailto:cheryltarditi@gmail.com
mailto:silvadefoote@verizon.net
mailto:kellystout322@yahoo.com
mailto:avial@haddonfieldpres.org
mailto:npassante@haddonfieldpres.org
mailto:npassante@haddonfieldpres.org
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PINWHEELS FOR PREVENTION – Once again, the members of Presbyterian Women are creating a 

pinwheel garden in April for the observance of National Child Abuse Prevention Month. It is a program of 

Prevent Child Abuse-New Jersey (PCA-NJ) which promotes great childhoods, positive parenting and healthy 

child development. Founded in 1979, all their efforts throughout the state are dedicated to preventing child 

abuse and neglect in all forms for all New Jersey children. April is the national observance of Child Abuse 

Prevention Month. During this time, PCA-NJ implements its “Pinwheels for Prevention” campaign. The 

pinwheel is in their logo and was chosen as a national symbol of prevention because it is whimsical and evokes 

childlike notions – so it is a good emblem of the “Great Childhoods” desired for all children. On Saturday and 

Sunday, May 1 & 2 children may stop by the garden to pick a pinwheel to take home. 

 

PW VIRTUAL SPRING GATHERING – Join Presbyterian Women (PW) for our virtual spring gathering, 

scheduled for Tuesday, May 11th at 1 p.m. The Zoom gathering will feature Carrie Wiggins of Feed My 

Starving Children, who will share how the organization has faced some of its recent challenges to pack and 

distribute much-needed manna packs to organizations throughout the world. To add to the festive atmosphere 

of the event, come wearing your most festive hat and bring along a favorite dessert. (More information on 

how to access the event will follow.) 

 

BLANKET SUNDAY ON MOTHER’S DAY, MAY 9 – Presbyterian Women invites you to support the 

Church World Service Blanket Appeal this Mother’s Day, May 9. CWS writes: “When difficult times happen, 

a kind and loving response can make all the difference. That’s why the CWS Blankets program was created—

to give a kind, loving and tangible response to someone facing a difficult time, reminding them that they are 

not alone.” Through our generosity and that of others our most vulnerable neighbors around the world can feel 

safe and keep warm with fresh linens and clean sleeping quarters. Donations may be made by dropping off an 

envelope marked “CWS Blanket Appeal” at the Sunday morning drive-through or online at 

https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/-/give/now. When our neighbors are in need, even $10 for a single 

blanket goes a long way. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT BIBLE STUDY– Mondays at 11:30 a.m. on Zoom. Contact Doug here for info. 

 

JOIN DOUG FOR TUESDAY A.M. BIBLE STUDY – Every Tuesday at 8:00 a.m. Doug hosts an informal 

conversation about the scripture that will be the text for the following Sunday’s sermon. The text for Tuesday, 

April 27 is Acts 8:26-40. Zoom link 

 

PASTOR NIKKI’S BIBLE STUDY AND SPEAKING TRUTH IN LOVE CLASS will pause this 

week—no meetings 4/28 or 4/29. Both resume the following week. 

 

ST WILFRID’S – This week marks the 57th week that the Open Door Clinic at St Wilfrid’s has distributed 

food during the pandemic—109 bags this week; 5,301 total! Over 132,525 pounds of food and dry goods 

distributed to date. NEEDS: Our requests this week are for baby wipes, bars of soap and body wash, shampoo, 

toothpaste, deodorant, size 6 diapers and wipes, woman’s adult PULL UP diapers, sizes L and XL. Also 

needed are canned peaches, applesauce, cereal, and always plastic grocery bags from Shoprite or Wegman’s, 

paper grocery bags to line the plastic bags, and newspaper bags to hold hygiene products. Donations may be 

dropped off weekdays in the bins behind Grace Church or on Sundays at the drive-through after church. Help 

is also needed on an occasional weekday to pick up loaves of bread from a house on Grove Street...you would 

be called that morning; another volunteer picks it up to deliver to Camden. If you could help or have questions 

or are interested in helping sort food from the Food Bank and filling grocery bags for the clients, or would like 

to help with yard work on a Saturday – please call Jill Mascena at 856-428-7342.  

https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/-/give/now
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86437257464
mailto:doug@haddonfieldpres.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89159205138
http://opendoorcliniccamden.org/
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CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER LIST 

Please pray for these individuals and situations throughout the week. If you would like to add a personal 

prayer request, please contact one of the pastors or Anne Vial. In making requests on behalf of others, please 

obtain the permission of the person needing prayer. The requestor will have their name printed as the 

originator of the request. 

Prayers for the Church 

• Staff, musicians, volunteers, and officers – elders and deacons, our mission study committee, 

our pastors and session.  

• Linda Quick on the passing of her brother David (4/11 – pastors) 

• Alberta Kramer on the death of her daughter (4/17 – pastors) 

• Luisa Silva, an infectious disease specialist in the state of Texas working on the front lines of 

covid.  Please pray for her safety and for her colleagues 

• (4/19 – R. Silva De Foote)  

• Caroline Yount and Geoffry Mulvihill - both are caring for their parents.  Pray for strength, 

sustenance, and rest for both Caroline and Geoff, along with prayers for both sets of parents (4/20 – 

pastors) 

• Patty and Dave Constantine that they would feel comfort amidst loss and end-of-life decisions 

(4/21 – M. Taffett) 

Prayers for the World 

• Growing tensions and military exercises on the border of Russia and Ukraine 

• Ongoing tensions between Iran and Israel 

• Daily gun violence and mass shootings in our country 

• The Twin Cities in Minnesota 

(4/17 – pastors) 

The Prayer Request portal on the website is still available for private requests sent directly to the pastors. 

 

SCRIPTURE READING for April 27: Acts 8:26-40 

Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, ‘Get up and go towards the south to the road that goes down from 

Jerusalem to Gaza.’ (This is a wilderness road.) So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a 

court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem 

to worship and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said 

to Philip, ‘Go over to this chariot and join it.’ So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He 

asked, ‘Do you understand what you are reading?’ He replied, ‘How can I, unless someone guides me?’ And he 

invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this: 

‘Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 

   and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 

     so he does not open his mouth.  

In his humiliation justice was denied him. 

   Who can describe his generation? 

     For his life is taken away from the earth.’  

The eunuch asked Philip, ‘About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about 

someone else?’ Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news 

about Jesus. As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, ‘Look, here is 

water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?’ He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip 

and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the water, the 

Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip 

found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns 

until he came to Caesarea.  
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Church Staff 
 

The Rev. Dr. Douglas D. Gerdts, Transitional Senior Pastor and Head of Staff – doug@haddonfieldpres.org 

The Rev. Nikki Perrine Passante, Associate Pastor – npassante@haddonfieldpres.org 

Peter Leibensperger, Minister of Music – pleibensperger@haddonfieldpres.org 

Nancy Ruth Wainwright, Director of Children’s Choirs – nancyruthw@comcast.net 

Gabrielle Heimerling, Director of Youth and Family Ministries – gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org 

Marisa McGovern, Preschool Director – preschool@haddonfieldpres.org 

Ed Hess, Community Caseworker – edwh517@aol.com 

Kris Bean, Financial Secretary – kbean@haddonfieldpres.org 

Anne Vial, Office Administrator – avial@haddonfieldpres.org 

Rebecca Mannion, Receptionist – rmannion@haddonfieldpres.org  

Travis Bogetti, Building Manager – tbogetti@haddonfieldpres.org 

Mark Hall, Security and Building Maintenance – mhall@haddonfieldpres.org 

 

 

 

   
 

 

 

 

About CWS Blanket Offering: 
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